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Nature’s Classroom: Buddhist Pine (Podocarpus macrophyllus)
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Many “Buddhist monks” praying
on the pine!

B 7 LA o o
TN 1k

1 3 2 \ ‘Q/, - ‘°r_
):; lFﬁj\f;}:i ° | =N ’K
TR - K2 B
PR R 6
X PEATE A YA
BAL, BB BT RE
*E%&Paﬁ TT:_ :” )k 7J(ﬁ-:j—o

3L

Podocarpus macrophyllus (known as Kusamaki or Inumaki in Japan),
its old English name is "Buddhist Pine", is a conifer in the genus
Podocarpus, family Podocarpaceae. It is the northernmost species of
the genus, native to southern China & southern Japan. It is a small to
medium size evergreen tree, growing up to 20m tall at a slow rate.
The leaves are alternate, strap-shaped, 6-12 cm long & about 1 cm
broad, with a central midrib. The cones are borne on a short stem, and
have 2-4 scales, usually only one (sometimes two) fertile, each fertile
scale bearing a single apical seed 10-15 mm. When mature, the scales
swell up and become reddish purple, fleshy and berry-like, 10-20 mm
long; they are then eaten by birds, which disperse the seeds in their
droppings. The plant prefers light (sandy), medium (loamy) & heavy
(clay) soils & requires well-drained soil. The plant prefers acid and
neutral soils. It can grow in semi-shade (light woodland) or no shade.
It requires moist soil. Buddhist Pine in HK is regarded as a Fung Shui
tree, thus having a very high market value. In recent years, the illegal
dlggmg of Buddhist Pine has become a problem n the c1ty




