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2B  Nature’s Classroom: Annual ring shows the age of a tree
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Tree rings, also referred to as annual rings or growth rings, can
be seen 1n a horizontal cross section cut through the trunk of a
tree. Visible rings result from the change in growth speed
through the seasons of the year, thus one ring usually marks the
passage of one year in the life of the tree. The rings are more
visible in temperate zones, where the seasons differ more
markedly. For the entire period of a tree's life, a year-by-year
record or ring pattern is formed that reflects the climatic
conditions in which the tree grew. Adequate moisture and a
long growing season result in a wide ring. A drought year may
result in a very narrow one. Roughly speaking, each ring
consists of a darker ring and a lighter ring. Common sense
suggests that a wider stretch of the ring is related to a higher
growth rate, in that particular year. The prevailing weather
conditions and other factors (e.g. nutrients availability) may
have caused it.




