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Nature’s Classroom: Creamy White Champak
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White Jade Orchid Tree/White Champak
(Michelia x alba)

The scientific name

hair-pin-flower

means this is a hybrid
plant. It is an evergreen tree, native to Java, with
thin bark that is grey & smooth; the elliptic leaves
are glossy on the upperside & marked by
conspicuous veins on the underside. When it
flowers between Apr & Sep, it fills the air with a
unique, sweet strong fragrance in the early
morning & it can last all day long. Its creamy
white blossom has 8-15 long petals arranged like a
spiral. The flowers are highly prized by people &
are often made into a bookmarker or necklaces, or
used to make perfume. One oriental custom is to
use the white flowers as sweet scented decoration,

&

chest-pin-flower for ladies. Very few White
Champak bear fruit in HK, so most specimens are
cultivated for ornamental purposes here.




